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AIZUCHI 0 UTSU
SOUNDS CIVEN DURING A CONVERSATIORR
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HEULT: when talking with someone, to show you are engaged in the
conversation, you may nod or say things like “That's right” or “You don't say!”
Examples of & >3 % aizuchi in Japanese are [(Z\>] hai, [ 5 A un, [~z | hee, and

[72 %13 & | naruhodo.

' "{V“"{V MOLD . This idiom comes from the rhythm the blacksmith and his apprentice have when trading k ®

hammering hot metal. The “ai” means “together” and “tsuchi” is a hammer. “utsu” means to hit. Two pe

hammering hot metal require careful coordination as do people in conversation. \i
[

EXAMPLE SENTENCE:
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That person's story was not interesting, but | listened while throwing in the occasional “uh huh” and “yes.”

D N ano hito-that person

i hanashi-story; talk

i A < 720> 7= omoshiroku nakatta-wasn't interest
T & keredo-but; however

— it~ fchi ou-for the time being

~72 M5 “nagara-while




