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Listen and Learn—Build vocabulary through listening and reading

1) Audio file While these lessons are designed for intermediate to advanced
at full students, beginners can get a lot out of it as well.

(normal)

BEGINNER LEVEL
speed

Review the vocabulary in the glossary and go through the text
it with furigana. Then try listening to the slower audio file while
2) Audio file reading from the text.

at slower

speed INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Try the audio file at normal speed alone, then listen to the
3) PDFs of sllg\;vsear speed with the text in front of you before turning to the
the text g Y
with and ADVANCED LEVEL
without If you want to concentrate on improving your listening, try the
furigana normal audio file without the text. Otherwise you may want read
the text before hearing the pronunciation to test your kanji pro-
4) Glossary nunciation ability.
& vocabu-
lary ex-
plained Please send us your comments and

suggestions for future subjects.
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7% Y % S5 narisou should become/be
ELVS T & TY toiu koto desu and that's that

44 kotoshi this year

J—I)LT 94— go-ruden wi-ku
Golden Week

K& ZH % yasumi o toru to take vacation
~3E{K ren kyuu vacation days in a row

1= { & A takusan many

$BYVIRTT kaigai ryokou oversea travel
Hihv+5 dekakeru to go out; debark
RiAFH mikomi to estimate

#) B shonichi first day

BEEFRZ# narita kokusai kuukou Narita
International Airport

Z M BTZI1T kono hi dake just this day

# &% oyoso approximately, about

LI E jjou over, more than

H# shuppatsu leave, depart

R 5 TULVE T mirareteimasu can be seen
J®E kikoku return to home country
(2% ni shuuchuu see next page #7

F 1= mata also

13X kou ten nice weather

B E 1= megumareta blessed (with)
HER kyouto Kyoto

#IE kankou kyaku sightseer

Fin % otozureru visit, go see

H4& 1 yuumei na famous

F+t jisha various temples & shrines
#Jt#h kankouchi sightseeing spot

=WAH v I wakai kappuru young couple
RIiEN kazoku zure families

% & nado etc.

[2EF4H S nigiwau crowded, bustling area
H#% shin ryaku green (area)

B ENT= tsutsumareta enveloped, wrapped
£17%4 kaku kourakuchi each (%) vaca-
tion spot

Lo XLy jppai full

#hA chihou region

SR B kishoudai meteorological observa-
tory (where weather is studied)

ENn—8< 3 Y hare ichiji kumori mostly
sunny, occasionally cloudy

TE B kouraku biyori ideal weather for
an outing
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1) d—ILT >4 —% go-ruden wi-ku Golden Week; A series of holidays in Japan at the end
of April and beginning of May. This is when just about everyone has vacation time.

2) 9i{K even if you didn’t know this jukugo, you can guess by looking at the individual kaniji.
H ren means ‘link’ or ‘connection’ and is used in such common jukugo as &#& ren raku,

E#H ren zoku, etc to mean this. So a number (9) plus 3 and {& would mean 9 consecutive
holidays.

3) &% 5 1=8 to naru tame so this would happen—May First and Second are made into holi-
days to let everyone have 9 consecutive days off
4) HiAZ mikomi means an “estimate” here but it can also mean 'hope’ or ‘prospect’ as in

RIAHD & B FH mikomi no aru kodomo A child with a promising future. Or RiA& HAVEE LY
mikomi ga nai hopeless!

5) &% ’about, ‘approximately’ is used often in news type reporting.
6) 53 zou is used by itself to mean increase
7) Z&EH L% 95 ni shuuchuu shisou looks like concentration (of returnees). The shisou shows

probability but not certainty. “It appears most people will return to Japan between the 5th and
7th.”

8) I RIZIEE D is used as a set phrase meaning 'having nice weather’

9) =FtL is used for general temples 3 and shrines f#£t in the area

10) HFrsklcalENT-F1T5H gives the feel of a lively (green) and pleasant vacation spot

1) ARG E 12 L W £9° & according to the Kyoto meteorological center...

12) BEh—mE< 3 Y hare ichiji kumori mostly sunny, occasionally cloudy— F—®] means oc-

casionally, but is less likely than B /& (toki doki). So it is mostly sunny (f&#1) but clouds could
occasionally crop up. Has nothing to do with 1 O’Clock :)
13) 7% B0 kouraku biyori is a set phrase for ‘ideal weather for an outing’
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Golden Week is usually a week or more of students out of school and many peo-
ple oftf work. A lot of people use Golden Week as a chance to travel Japan and
abroad.

Questions: Answer the following after listening and/or reading the script

1) When (what month(s)) is Golden Week in usually?

2) This year (as of when the article was written), how many days in a row are va-
cation days?

3) What do many people do during Golden Week according to the article?

4) What is the weather like in Kyoto?
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