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About Japanese Homophones

Homonyms in Japanese is called:

[ &

Which if you breakdown the kanji, it makes sense:

.
[§]

Tl

2¢2
T

i

e [F] ¥ same sound
o L3 different meaning

e i word

Every language has homophones (same sound, different meaning), but since Japanese has relatively few

possible sounds to use when making words, there are a ton of homophones.

I'm sure you've noticed this. You may have also notice that words that sound the same when spoken and

appear to have the same meaning use different kanji sometimes when written.
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This is more properly called
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] & L7 can be broken down into three parts: [F]# means "same sound" or "homophonic," %

means "different," and ¥ means "character." Thus, [F] &% £ refers to words or characters that have

the same pronunciation but different meanings and different written forms.

e [A]7% same sound

o 7 different character

Here’s the Wikipedia article on this, but the list includes a lot of pairs that have very different

meanings.

This article will explore a few of these homonym/synonym groupings that sound the same, mean

basically the same thing, but use different kanji when written.

I’m also including the standard pitch accent for the words. While I was unable to find pitch accents for all
the words, Interestingly, the ones I did find were all the same. So, when spoken, whether you meet a

friend (£9) or a bear (&) you say it starting with a high pitch.
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S
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Let’s get started with a few kanji that are pronounced [ 4 % ] and basically mean “to see”.



https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/同音異字

H15-#%-2%5"E5 | Meaning: to see
> w0 7|
H B

e 1% is the most general and common way of writing #%. It can mean “to see”, “to look”,
“to watch”, “to glance”, or “to observe” something with your eyes. It can be used for any
object or situation that you can see visually. It can also be used to express the idea of "to

check" or "to confirm."

e #{% is a more specific way of writing #%. It can mean “to watch” or “to view” something
for entertainment or appreciation, such as a movie, a play, a sport, or a scenery. It can also

mean “to look around” or “to survey” something.

o 2% is another specific way of writing #%. It can mean “to examine” or “to diagnose”
someone’s physical or mental condition, such as a doctor, a dentist, or a therapist. Doctors or

healthcare professionals will use this term when examining patients.

e &% is arare way of writing #4. It can mean “to take care of” or “to nurse” someone who
is sick, injured, or elderly. It is used when referring to the act of taking care of someone who

is ill, elderly, or in need of assistance.

AFRZE R =,

I saw a dog.

%A (iﬂy%@l‘égﬁf:o



I watched a movie.

EAZDN=D T, EHITZTHboT=,

I caught a cold, so I had the doctor examine me.

AL EE OHEIZE S,

The nurse takes care of the patient.

€ * il | Meaning: leg; foot

>|
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e /2 is far more common, while Jl is more formal or technical.

e /& can mean both “leg” and “foot”, while il usually means only “leg” (including thigh but
not hip).

e /& can also mean the whole lower limb, while il cannot.

Jl can also mean the legs of a table, chair, or other furniture, while /& cannot.



RMIFHLTY,

I have a pain in my leg/foot. (ambiguous)

AT,

I have a pain in my leg. (not foot)

RDIRHAHNT,

I have a pain in my toe. (specific)

ZDT—TILDHAI T=,

The leg of this table broke. (not /&)

2154 % | Meaning: to change; to exchange
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e 424 % This word means "to change" in a broad sense and can refer to changes in various
aspects like appearance, shape, quality, or condition. It is often used for describing changes
in the natural environment, personal preferences, or situations. For example, when the
seasons change or when someone's mood changes.

e {424 This word emphasizes the act of substituting or replacing something, often in the
context of people taking turns or replacing someone in a role or position. It can also refer to

a change in generations or the passing of time.

FHHEDS,

The season changes.

WD DROYIEFHZET B,

He will do the work instead of me.

25185-%5-185 | Meaning: to meet

e 23 This is the most common verb for "to meet" or "to see (someone)." It generally refers



to meeting someone intentionally, such as for an appointment, gathering, or rendezvous. You

can use it when talking about meeting friends, colleagues, or family members.

1> This verb means "to encounter" but often implies an unfortunate or negative situation,
such as an accident or disaster. It can also be used for encountering people in a negative
context, like running into someone you would rather avoid. For example, “I was robbed” or

“I encountered a storm”.

7% This verb also means "to meet" but is generally used in more emotional, romantic, or
poetic contexts. It implies a sense of longing or deep emotional connection between the
people meeting. For example, “I’m looking forward to seeing her” or “I saw my deceased
grandfather in a dream”. It's less common in everyday conversation and is often found in

literature, songs, or poems.

i85 This verb means "to encounter" or "to come across" and is used for more casual or
coincidental meetings. It can be used for people, opportunities, or experiences. This verb is
less common than 2= but can be used in similar contexts with a more casual or chance-
driven tone. For example, “I won the lottery and encountered luck” or “I met a famous actor

at a cafe”.

JIEIZLS

to meet (up with) a friend

HiRIZES

to be involved in an accident

WANITES

to meet (up with) a lover



IR AEIZIBS

to bump into a friend by chance

5959 | Meaning: to say

e &9 This is the more common and standard form of the verb "to say" in modern Japanese.

You will typically encounter this kanji in everyday conversations, textbooks, and formal

writing. It is considered the standard way of writing the verb.

e 79 This is an older, more archaic form of the verb "to say." While it carries the same
meaning as i -, it is mostly used when quoting others and is less commonly used in
contemporary Japanese. You may come across this kanji in classical literature, older texts, or

when an author wants to convey a more traditional or antiquated tone.

WIFHYUMNESEF o1

He said, "thank you."




WIEHYMESER DT

He said, "thank you" (with a more classical or archaic nuance)

< HE< 5K | Meaning: to hear; to ask

D ——_ A
"

o [#]< This is the most common verb for "to hear" or "to ask." It refers to the act of hearing
sounds, music, or people's voices, as well as asking someone for information or an opinion.
You can use it when talking about listening to a conversation, song, or asking a question.

o I#< This verb also means "to listen" but has a more focused, attentive, or active connotation
than [#<. It is often used when referring to carefully listening to music, a lecture, or a
speech. It implies a deeper level of concentration and appreciation for what is being heard. It
doesn't include the "to ask" meaning.

e &l this verb specifically means "to ask" or "to inquire." It is less common than [#< and is
used when you want to emphasize the act of asking questions or seeking information. It is
often used in formal situations, interviews, or interrogations. It doesn't include the "to hear"

meaning. Not used very often.

= RZEEL

to ask for an opinion



B REHES

to listen to music

Al Ze<

to inquire about the details

HT =47 | Meaning: town

o T (F5 or b&D) is a term that generally refers to a smaller town or a neighborhood within
a city. It is often used to describe residential areas, local communities, or districts with a
more traditional or rural atmosphere. When used as a suffix in a place name, it is usually
readas [ 5 &9

e % (F5 or HLY): This term is more commonly used to describe urban areas, city streets, or
downtown districts with a focus on commercial, entertainment, or shopping facilities. It
often carries a more modern, bustling, or lively atmosphere. When used as a suffix in a place

name, it is typically read as [ 230V ].



XTI HETCITWIEHZ H TIToT=,

As soon as he graduated, he left town.

AT IS FEATHNET,

I live in Yamada Town.

IR — I SEETY

Kobe is the city I like the best.

S HTIEF H O - EYL TS,

The shopping district is quiet on the weekdays.

AR -BES | Meaning: to fly; to jump



e &5 This verb means "to fly" or "to jump" and is more commonly used to describe the
movement of birds, airplanes, or other objects in the air. It can also be used to describe a

person jumping, especially over a long distance or with a sense of flying through the air.

o k.5 This verb means "to hop" or "to leap" and is used to describe the action of jumping or
leaping off the ground, particularly for people or animals. It often implies a more energetic

or vigorous movement, such as hopping on one foot or leaping over an obstacle.

DY hﬁééﬁ’si

A bird flies in the sky.

AT HEDRE S

An airplane flies.

— DL THEA

To hop on one foot.

s )% Wk A

To leap over an obstacle.



e [A% This term refers to a response or answer to a question, inquiry, or problem. It is
commonly used in the context of spoken or written communication, such as answering a
question during a conversation, an interview, or a survey. [1]%F emphasizes the act of

responding or replying to a question or request for information.

e fi#% This term is more focused on providing a solution or answer to a problem or puzzle,
particularly in the context of mathematics, quizzes, or tests. fi#%F emphasizes the process of

figuring out or solving a problem, rather than simply responding to a question.

HEIZHET S

to answer a question

B D EDMEERDITS

to find the solution to a math problem




51555 | Meaning: to plan; to measure

P|

x A %

e [¥]% This verb means "to plan," "to scheme," or "to attempt." It is often used when talking
about making arrangements or devising a plan to achieve a particular goal or outcome.

e 1% This verb means "to measure" or "to gauge" and is typically used when referring to
measuring physical dimensions, such as length, width, height, or distance. It can also be
used to measure time or other abstract concepts.

e 1% This verb also means "to measure" but is more commonly used for measuring non-
physical quantities, such as time, temperature, or speed. It is often used when talking about

taking measurements with an instrument or device.

&z S

to plan a suicide (not a very pleasant example, but this kanji is often used in this situation)

PHBEZ IS

to measure distance



RefH 2515

to measure time

E5-1E5£]5 | Meaning: to make; to create

e 1E% This is the most general and common verb for "to make" or "to create." It can be used
in a wide range of contexts for both tangible and intangible things, such as making food,
crafting objects, producing art, or creating a plan. 1£% is versatile and applicable to various

situations where something (usually small) is being made or produced.

e &% This verb also means "to make" or "to create" but is more specific to manufacturing,
building, or constructing on a larger scale. It is often used for making physical structures,

such as buildings, bridges, or ships, as well as producing goods in factories.

o £% This verb carries the meaning of "to create" or "to invent" with a focus on originality,
innovation, or artistic expression. fl]% is used when emphasizing the creative process or the
creation of something new, unique, or imaginative, such as a piece of art, a new product, or

an original idea.

ZEREESD

to make a meal



MZiEd

to build a ship (big)

HLWRBZERS

to create a new product

FHhB-E8HA | Meaning: to recommend

T 9 H B

o %h$ % This verb is more commonly used to recommend, suggest, or encourage (or
influence) someone to do something or to try something out. It is often used in the context
of suggesting activities, experiences, or products. &% can also be used to invite or

persuade someone to join a group or organization.

e &% This verb also means "to recommend" or "to suggest" but is often used in a more
formal context or when recommending a person for a position, role, or award. & &5 is
commonly used when endorsing someone for their skills, abilities, or expertise. To

nominate...



LW RNV ZHDS

to recommend a new restaurant

A FELTHZEEOH D

to recommend him as a candidate

e X% means "target" or "object" in the sense of something being subject to a particular
action, discussion, or focus. It is often used in situations where you want to specify the focus

or subject of an action, such as a target audience or the object of a study.

o X} M means "comparison" or "contrast." It is used in situations where you are comparing or
contrasting two or more things, like comparing two different images, ideas, or sets of data.

The word implies a focus on the differences or similarities between the compared elements.



DT T —MEERAEENRICLTVET,

This survey is aimed at high school students.

OO ENETHEMANIENA LMD,

It is interesting to contrast the two cultures

B5-45 | Meaning: to think

D ——_ A
N

o 13 is the more common and general term for "to think" or "to feel" in Japanese. It is used
to express personal thoughts, opinions, feelings, or beliefs about something or someone. &

2 can also be used to indicate a guess or assumption about a situation.

o 185 on the other hand, has a more emotional and imaginative connotation. It is often used to
describe deeper or more poetic thoughts, feelings, or mental images. 287 is frequently

associated with longing, nostalgia, or affection.



I think he will win the championship.

WU DZEZELT, LAYHT,

Thinking of her makes my heart ache.

)% 81%1%% | Meaning: to cut
R G G G G TS
T 5%

e 1]]% is the most general term for "to cut" in Japanese. It is used for cutting a wide range of
objects, such as paper, cloth, or food. It can also be used metaphorically to describe cutting

off relationships or ending a conversation.

e H1% refers specifically to cutting or slashing with a sharp-edged weapon, such as a sword or
a knife. It is a more violent and aggressive word for “to cut.” This verb is often used in the

context of martial arts, warfare, or historical dramas.

e f%% is used for cutting down trees or chopping wood. It is commonly associated with

lumberjacks and forestry work. to cut. to fell.

HKxVdo



To cut paper

fF (L z 1=,

The samurai slashed the enemy.

REKDo

Cut down the tree.

B9 "9 | Meaning: to fix

?|

AN S

e H9 means "to fix," "to correct," or "to repair." It is commonly used for fixing or correcting
mistakes, broken objects, or malfunctions. This verb can also be used in situations where

you want to improve or adjust something, such as a posture, attitude, or behavior.

e 759 means "to cure," "to heal," or "to treat." It is primarily used in medical contexts,

referring to the healing or treatment of illnesses, injuries, or medical conditions.



Ent=HhitzEHY,

Fix the broken clock.

JBHZEET o

Treat a cold.

ffi5-i&> | Meaning: to use
D A D

e 1§35 means "to use" or "to utilize." It is a common verb that refers to using or employing

objects, tools, or resources for a specific purpose or function.

e &3 primarily means "to do" or "to give" in informal speech. It can also be used to indicate
sending someone on an errand or assigning a task. Additionally, i€ has the meaning of "to
use" or "to employ," but this usage is less common and more archaic, with {9 being the

more standard choice.

DRIV E > TEIFEEANTLZELY,



Please turn on the power using this button.

tL oA EES T,

Please pay more attention to other people’s needs.

EXUN-[HLY-fiELY | Meaning: hardness
N 1= L

e [f|LV is the more general term for “hard” or “rigid” and refers to something that is stiff,
inflexible, or unyielding. It can describe the physical property of an object or the mental
state of a person.

e LY is used to describe something that is hard or rigid in a more physical or tangible sense.
It often refers to the texture or consistency of materials or objects. It is often used for
materials or substances that resist external force

e EX(\is used to describe something that is firm, solid, or hard in a more abstract or
metaphorical sense. It can refer to strong materials, solid relationships, or unwavering

principles.



ZDNVIFEELKTERLGNELY,

This bread is too hard to eat.

COSIFESTHIA IR,

This iron is hard and won't bend.

WIFEME & ZFF> TS,

He has a firm belief.

AE#E-HL#E | Meaning: criticism

e These two words really have no significant difference in usage or meaning. 1t #f might

sound slightly milder or more constructive, however.

o JE¥E means "criticism," "blame," or "condemnation." It refers to expressing disapproval or
finding fault with someone or something, often in a more negative or harsh way. JE#f can
also imply accusing someone of wrongdoing or pointing out their mistakes.

o #L¥E also means "criticism" or "censure," but it often has a slightly milder and more

constructive connotation compared to JF#. #ik%# implies analyzing, evaluating, or pointing



out the flaws or shortcomings of someone or something with the intention of improvement

or finding a better solution.

B DHH YIS DAFHED AR U=,

Criticisms of his work have been piling up.

W 2ZE 5L DAFIZDNTHEEE Z 1T o=,

She criticized the content of the paper.
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